
Support Vestas workers!
Save jobs! Save the planet!
At the very time when the Government 
is talking about big investments in 
renewable energy, Britain's only wind-
turbine factories face closure.

Vestas, the Danish-based owner of two 
factories in Newport and East Cowes, 
Isle of Wight, plans to shut the factories 
on 31 July, trashing 600 jobs. Vestas is 
also cutting 1275 jobs in Denmark.

Vestas' profits after tax for 2008 were 
511 million euros, or £441 million. Yet 
Vestas refuses to make the investment 
needed to continue wind turbine 
production at its Isle of Wight factories. 
It plans to concentrate wind turbine 
blade production in the USA and China. 
Vestas bosses say: "We have now lost 
our faith in sufficient demand from the 
North European markets in the coming period... credit crunch... lack of political action..."

Energy minister Ed Miliband has promised huge investments in renewable energy, but refuses to 
save the Vestas factories. The Government should take over the factories now, and continue 
production under new management.

The Vestas workers need your support.
• Send messages of support to savevestas@gmail.com
• Send a donation from your trade-union or other organisation, or make a personal donation: 

cheques payable to Ryde and East Wight Trades Union Council, 22 Church Lane, Ryde, Isle of Wight, 
PO33 2NB

• Organise a visible demonstration of solidarity. Take a photo of demonstrators holding a placard 
that reads “Save Vestas” and email it to savevestas@gmail.com.

A Vestas worker writes:
"As a wind turbine manufacturer I was confident as the recession took hold that green or 

renewable energy would be the area where many jobs could be created not lost. So I was, along 
with many others, horrified to find out that our jobs were moving to America. Over 600 jobs from 
the Isle of Wight were going to be added to the already poor state of island unemployment.

“This has and will continue to send shockwaves of uncertainty through countless families — many 
of which are being forced to relocate away from the island. I find this hard to stomach as the 
government are getting away with claiming they are investing heavily in these types of industry. I 
think it’s about time they stopped bailing out greedy bankers and started doing what they claim to 
be doing.

“The people of Vestas matter and the people of the island matter but equally importantly the 
people of this planet matter. I for one will not be brushed under the carpet by a government who is 
claiming to help us. Please show your support for Vestas workers as we try to take our concerns all 
the way to Number 10.”

• SUPPORT THE WORKERS: Help stop the Island’s rising unemployment rate and let these workers 
and others keep their jobs.
• SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES: Help the workers provide for those who still depend on Vestas.
• SUPPORT THE ECONOMY: Help keep one of the Island’s largest employers and prevent the effect it 
would have on smaller businesses through its closure.
• SUPPORT THE ENVIRONMENT: Vestas provides a clean ‘green’ energy source. Don’t deny the 
world Vestas’ climate saving product.

SAVE VESTAS, SAVE THE ISLAND, SAVE THE WORLD


